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ABSTRACT

An electromechanical portion of the control stick includes a
two-axis gimbal, with each axis including a mechanical gim-
bal structure supported by rolling element bearings, cam
based centering mechanisms, linkages to connect a geared
power-drive including a resolver commutated brushless DC
motor and compound-planetary gearhead to provide active
force feedback, and several electrically independent RVDT
position sensors. The gearing architecture uses a fixed-cage,
rotating internal gear arrangement on a planetary gearhead,
which may be single or multi-stage. The output torque of the
gearhead is provided by a feature on the outer housing of the
rotating internal ring gear, allowing an axial placement of the
entire power-drive in a more central location, reducing the
moment load on the gearhead output cage bearings, and
facilitating a compact drive arrangement of the gimbal using
linkages. Additionally, a common power-drive can be used
for both the roll and pitch axes.

20 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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COMPACT TWO AXIS GIMBAL FOR
CONTROL STICK

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT
APPLICATIONS

This patent application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application No. 61/552,493, filed Oct. 28,2011,
the entire teachings and disclosure of which are incorporated
herein by reference thereto.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention generally relates to aircraft control systems,
and more particularly to control stick devices for converting
pilotinput for roll and pitch control into electrical signals. The
Invention could also be used in any application that requires
converting two axis of mechanical input into an electrical
input.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

An input device for converting pilot input for roll and pitch
control typically includes a pilot input device that is operably
connected to a two axis-gimbal structure that allows for oper-
ably manipulating the pilot input device about two axes to
control pitch and roll of an aircraft. Many aircrafts use “fly-
by-wire” control where the control stick is not directly con-
nected to the control surfaces of the aircraft. Instead, the
control stick includes a plurality of position sensors that sense
the change in position of the pilot input device and convert the
changes in position of the pilot input device into electrical
signals that can be used to electronically control actuators that
manipulate the control surfaces of the aircraft.

Force feedback has been built into these fly-by-wire style
control sticks so as to simulate the tactile feel a pilot would
have experienced in control sticks where the control stick is
mechanically linked to the control surfaces of the aircraft.

Due to the limited space in a cockpit of an aircraft, it is
always desired to reduce the size of the components of the
control stick so as to provide the most compact and light-
weight package as possible. Further, it is also desired to
provide the most cost-effective design as possible. Embodi-
ments of the present invention provide a novel and nonobvi-
ous combination of electromagnetic and mechanical compo-
nents which result in a compact architecture for providing the
electromechanical portion of a two-axis active control stick.
These and other advantages of the invention, as well as addi-
tional inventive features, will be apparent from the descrip-
tion of the invention provided herein.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In view of the above, embodiments ofthe present invention
provide a new and improved compact two axis control stick is
provided.

In one embodiment, a compact two-axis control stick hav-
ing a pilot input device, a pitch force feedback drive, a roll
force feedback drive, a pitch linkage and a roll linkage is
provided. The pilot input device is pivotable about a pitch axis
and aroll axis. The pitch force feedback drive includes a pitch
motor including an output shaft and a pitch gear train. The
pitch gear train includes a pitch sun gear mounted to the
output shaft of the pitch motor, a plurality of pitch planet
gears mounted to a fixed position pitch carrier, and a pitch
ring gear. The plurality of pitch planet gears are radially
positioned between the pitch sun gear and the pitch ring gear.
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The roll force feedback drive includes a roll motor including
an output shaft and a roll gear train. The roll gear train
includes a roll sun gear mounted to the output shaft of the roll
motor, a plurality of roll planet gears mounted to a fixed
position roll carrier, and a roll ring gear. The plurality of roll
planet gears are radially positioned between the roll sun gear
and the roll ring gear. The pitch linkage operably couples the
pitch force feedback drive to the pilot input device. The pitch
linkage is operably coupled to the pilot input device and the
pitch ring gear such that rotation of the pitch ring gear causes
rotation of the pilot input device about the pitch axis. The roll
linkage operably couples the roll force feedback drive to the
pilot input device. The roll linkage is operably coupled to the
pilot input device and the roll ring gear such that rotation of
the roll ring gear causes rotation of the pilot input device
about the roll axis.

In one embodiment, the roll force feedback drive and the
pitch force feedback drive are substantially identical.

In one embodiment, the pitch motor output shaft rotates
about a rotational axis that is parallel to the pitch axis and the
roll motor output shaft rotates about a rotational axis that is
parallel to the roll axis. The rotational axes of the pitch motor
output shaft and the roll motor output shaft are general per-
pendicular to one another.

In one embodiment, the control stick further includes a
pitch centering mechanism acting on the pilot input device to
bias the pilot input device to a pitch home position when the
pilot input device is rotated about the pitch axis away from the
pitch home position. The control stick also includes a roll
centering mechanism acting on the pilot input device to bias
the pilot input device to a roll home position when the pilot
input device is rotated about the roll axis away from the roll
home position.

In one embodiment, the control stick further includes a
base frame to which the pilot input device is operably pivot-
ably mounted for rotation about the pitch and roll axes. The
fixed position pitch carrier defines a rotational axis for each of
the plurality of pitch planet gears. The fixed position pitch
carrier has a fixed position relative to the base frame and
maintains the rotational axes of the plurality of pitch planet
gears in a fixed position relative to the base frame. The fixed
position roll carrier defines a rotational axis for each of the
plurality ofroll planet gears. The fixed positionroll carrier has
a fixed position relative to the base frame and maintains the
rotational axes of the plurality of roll planet gears in a fixed
position relative to the base frame.

In one embodiment, the pitch ring gear includes a radially
outward extending attachment feature. The pitch linkage is
pivotally connected to the radially outward extending attach-
ment feature of the pitch ring gear proximate a first end of the
pitch linkage and the pitch linkage is operably pivotally con-
nected to the pilot input device proximate a second end of the
pitch linkage. The roll ring gear includes a radially outward
extending attachment feature. The roll linkage pivotally con-
nected to the radially outward extending attachment feature
of the roll ring gear proximate a first end of the roll linkage
and the roll linkage is operably pivotally connected to the
pilot input device proximate a second end of the roll linkage.

In one embodiment, the pitch ring gear has a first end
adjacent the pitch motor and a second end, opposite the first
end. The second end is spaced away from the pitch motor with
the first end positioned axially between the second end and
the pitch motor along an axis defined by the pitch motor
output shaft. The radially outward extending attachment fea-
ture of the pitch ring gear does not extend axially beyond the
second end of the pitch ring gear. The roll ring gear has a first
end adjacent the roll motor and a second end, opposite the first
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end. The second end is spaced away from the roll motor with
the first end positioned axially between the second end and
the roll motor along an axis defined by the roll motor output
shaft. The radially outward extending attachment feature of
the roll ring gear does not extend axially outward beyond the
second end.

In one embodiment, the pitch force feedback drive includes
a pair of axially spaced apart gearhead carrier bearings radi-
ally supporting the pitch ring gear for rotation. The radially
outward extending attachment feature of the pitch ring gear is
substantially axially centered relative to the pair of axially
spaced apart gearhead carrier bearings. The roll force feed-
back drive includes a pair of axially spaced apart gearhead
carrier bearings radially supporting the roll ring gear for
rotation. The radially outward extending attachment feature
of'theroll ring gear is substantially axially centered relative to
the pair of axially spaced apart gearhead carrier bearings.

In an alternative embodiment, the radially outward extend-
ing attachment feature of the pitch ring gear has a pair of
axially spaced apart legs that extend radially outward and the
pitch linkage is positioned between the pair of axially spaced
apart legs. The radially outward extending attachment feature
of'the roll ring gear has a pair of axially spaced apart legs that
extend radially outward and the roll linkage is positioned
between the pair of axially spaced apart legs.

However, in other embodiments, the radially outward
extending attachment feature of the ring gear has a single leg
extending radially outward. In one embodiment, the leg may
be positioned proximate the gear head carrier bearing closest
to the motor. Alternatively, the leg may be centered between
the pair of gear head carrier bearings.

The linkage may be attached on either side of the leg
depending on the particular location of the force feedback
drive relative to the pilot input device. In one embodiment, the
linkage, and particularly the pitch linkage, may be coupled to
a motor side of leg such that the linkage is axially offset over
the motor and entirely axially offset from the ring gear. This
allows the pitch linkage to be substantially, if not completely,
in line with the roll axis of rotation and to center the pitch
force feedback drive substantially centered on the roll axis of
rotation. In an alternative embodiment, the linkage may be
attached on the opposite side of the leg such that the linkage
is positioned axially between the pair of gear head carrier
bearings and it is axially offset over the ring gear rather than
over the motor. However, in any configuration, it is desired
that the linkage is not axially offset away from the motor and
beyond the end of the ring gear furthest from the motor so as
to avoid increasing the overall length of the force feedback
drive.

In one embodiment, a method of providing force feedback
to a pilot input device is provided. The method includes
sensing a displacement of the pilot input device about a pitch
axis; providing pitch force feedback to bias the pilot input
device back toward a pitch home position using a pitch force
feedback drive operably connected to the pilot input device
with a pitch linkage. The pitch force feedback drive includes
a pitch motor including an output shaft and a pitch gear train.
The pitch gear train includes a pitch sun gear mounted to the
output shaft of the pitch motor, a plurality of pitch planet
gears mounted to a fixed position pitch carrier, and a pitch
ring gear. The plurality of pitch planet gears are radially
positioned between the pitch sun gear and the pitch ring gear.
The pitch linkage is directly operably coupled to the pitch ring
gear. The method further comprising sensing a displacement
of the pilot input device about a roll axis and providing roll
force feedback to bias the pilot input device back toward aroll
home position using a roll force feedback drive operably
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connected to the pilot input device with a roll linkage. The roll
force feedback drive includes a roll motor including an output
shaft and aroll gear train including a roll sun gear mounted to
the output shaft of the roll motor, a plurality of roll planet
gears mounted to a fixed position roll carrier, and a roll ring
gear, the plurality of roll planet gears radially positioned
between the roll sun gear and the roll ring gear, the roll linkage
directly coupled to the roll ring gear.

Additional methods include the features of the control stick
outlined above.

In one embodiment, an apparatus for providing force feed-
back to a pilot input device including a force feedback drive
and a linkage is provided. The force feedback drive includes
a motor including an output shaft and a gear train. The gear
train includes a sun gear mounted to the output shaft of the
motor, a plurality of planet gears mounted to a fixed position
carrier, and a ring gear. The plurality of planet gears are
radially positioned between the sun gear and the ring gear.
The linkage is configured to operably couple the force feed-
back drive to the pilot input device. The linkage is configured
to be operably coupled to the pilot input device. The linkage
is operably directly coupled to the ring gear such that rotation
of the pitch ring gear causes motion of the linkage. The ring
gear provides the gear train output.

In one embodiment, the fixed position carrier defines a
rotational axis for each of the plurality of planet gears. The
fixed position carrier has a fixed position relative to motor and
maintains the rotational axes of the plurality of planet gears in
a fixed position relative to the motor.

In one embodiment, the ring gear includes a radially out-
ward extending attachment feature. The linkage is pivotally
connected to the radially outward extending attachment fea-
ture of the ring gear proximate a first end of the linkage.

In one embodiment, the ring gear has a first end adjacent
the motor and a second end, opposite the first end. The second
end is spaced away from the motor with the first end posi-
tioned axially between the second end and the motor along an
axis defined by the motor output shaft. The radially outward
extending attachment feature does not extending axially
beyond the second end of the ring gear in a direction extend-
ing away from the motor.

In one embodiment, a pair of axially spaced apart gearhead
carrier bearings radially supports the ring gear for rotation.
The radially outward extending attachment feature is sub-
stantially axially centered relative to the pair of axially spaced
apart gearhead carrier bearings.

In an alternative embodiment, the radially outward extend-
ing attachment feature of the ring gear has a pair of axially
spaced apart legs that extend radially outward and the linkage
is positioned between the pair of axially spaced apart legs.

However, in other embodiments, the radially outward
extending attachment feature of the ring gear has a single leg
extending radially outward. The linkage may be attached on
either side of the leg.

Other aspects, objectives and advantages of the invention
will become more apparent from the following detailed
description when taken in conjunction with the accompany-
ing drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings incorporated in and forming
a part of the specification illustrate several aspects of the
present invention and, together with the description, serve to
explain the principles of the invention. In the drawings:
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FIG. 11is a partial illustration of an embodiment a compact
two-axis control stick constructed in accordance with the
teachings of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a partial illustration of the control stick of FIG. 1
illustrating the roll force feedback drive and the roll centering
mechanism;

FIG. 3 is another illustration of the control stick of FIG. 1
including the fixed position pitch planetary gear carrier;

FIG. 4 is a partial top view illustration of the control stick
of FIG. 1 having the pitch force feedback drive in partial
cross-section;

FIG. 5 is an illustration similar to FIG. 2 further including
the fixed position roll planetary gear carrier; and

FIG. 6 is a simplified illustration of an embodiment of a
force feedback drive useable in the control stick of FIG. 1.

While the invention will be described in connection with
certain preferred embodiments, there is no intent to limit it to
those embodiments. On the contrary, the intent is to cover all
alternatives, modifications and equivalents as included within
the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the
appended claims.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 illustrates, in simplified form, a compact two-axis
control stick 100 (also referred to as “control stick 100”)
according to an embodiment of the invention. The control
stick 100 is used for controlling the pitch and roll of an
aircraft.

The two-axis control stick 100 includes a pilot input device
102 which the pilot uses to provide control inputs for control-
ling the pitch and roll of the aircraft. The pilot input device
102 is carried by a two-axis gimbal arrangement 104 config-
ured to allow the control stick to pivot about a pitch axis 106
and a roll axis 108, which are generally perpendicular to one
another in the illustrated embodiment. The pitch axis 106 is
perpendicular to the page for FIG. 1.

Each axis includes a mechanical gimbal structure sup-
ported by rolling element bearings, cam based centering
mechanisms, linkages to connect a geared power-drive
including a resolver commutated brushless DC motor and
compound-planetary gearhead to provide active force feed-
back to the user, and several position sensors to convert
mechanical rotation into electrical signals for the flight com-
puter.

In the illustrated embodiment, the two-axis gimbal
arrangement 104 is operably carried by base frame 110. In
FIG. 1, aroll axis gimbal structure 116 is best illustrated. The
roll axis gimbal structure 116 is supported by rolling element
bearings 114 for rotation about the roll axis 108. Several
electrically independent rotary variable differential trans-
former sensors 118 (RVDT sensors 118) cooperate with the
roll axis gimbal structure 116 to convert mechanical rotation
into electrical signals for the flight computer.

With reference to FIG. 2, the roll cam based centering
mechanism 120 is illustrated. The roll cam based centering
mechanism includes cam arrangement including a cam sur-
face 122 and cam follower 124 that is biased against cam
surface 122. In the illustrated embodiment, the cam surface
122 is operably coupled to the pilot input device 102 such that
rotational motion about the roll axis 108 causes coordinated
motion of the cam surface 122. The cam surface 122 defines
a home position 126 which is a bottom most portion of the
cam surface 122. When the pilot input device 102 is rotated
from a center or home position (illustrated in solid lines), the
cam follower 124 will move out of the home position 126 and
move along cam surface 122. This motion will cause the cam
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surface 122 to apply a biasing force against the cam follower
124. The cam follower 124 is operably connected to a biasing
element 128 in the form of a compression spring which will
urge the cam follower 124 back towards the home position
124 and consequently bias the pilot input device 102 back
towards its home position.

With reference to FIG. 1, a pitch cam based centering
mechanism 130 is illustrated. The pitch cam based centering
mechanism 130 operates in substantially the same manner as
the roll cam based centering mechanism and is configured to
bias the pilot input device back to a pitch home position
illustrated in solid lines in FIG. 1 when the pilot input device
102 is rotated about the pitch axis 106. In this centering
mechanism 130, the cam follower 132 is carried by the pilot
input device 102 and the cam surface 134 is carried by or
provided by a rocker arm 136 that cooperates with compres-
sion spring 138 when biased by cam follower 132 in response
to movements of the pilot input device 102.

The control stick 100 includes a pitch force feedback drive
140 and a roll force feedback drive 142. The force feedback
drives 140, 142 are configured to provide mechanical resis-
tance to the pilot input device 102 when the pilot input device
102 is pivoted from the pitch and roll home positions about
the corresponding pitch and roll axes 106, 108. The force
feedback is typically configured to simulate the forces due to
the control surfaces of the aircraft, because the control stick
100 is not mechanically linked to the control surfaces in the
illustrated embodiment.

The pitch force feedback drive 140 includes a pitch motor
144 that operably drives a pitch gear train 146. The pitch
motor 144 is preferably a resolver commutated brushless DC
motor. The pitch motor 144 is operably mounted to the base
frame 110. The pitch gear train 146 is preferably a compound-
planetary gear head. In alternative embodiments, the pitch
gear train 146 could take the form of a single stage or a
multi-stage planetary gear head.

A pitch pinion gear 148 is operably coupled to the output
shaft of the pitch motor 144 and acts as the sun gear of the
compound-planetary gear head. Three pitch planetary gears
150 are radially positioned between the pitch sun gear, i.e.
pitch pinion gear 148, and a rotating internal pitch ring gear
152. With additional reference to FIG. 3, the pitch gear train
146 includes a fixed position pitch planetary gear carrier 154
(also referred to as “pitch carrier 154”) that carries the plu-
rality of pitch planetary gears 150 for rotation about corre-
sponding pitch planetary gear axes of rotation 156. The pitch
carrier 154 includes axially extending shafts that define the
pitch planetary gear axes of rotation 156. These shafts extend
axially away from an outer cover portion 158 of the pitch
carrier 154 towards the pitch motor 144. Because the pitch
carrier 154 is a fixed position carrier, the pitch planetary gear
axes of rotation 156 defined by the pitch carrier 154 do not
move relative to base frame 110.

With additional reference to FIG. 4, the pitch ring gear 152
is positioned axially between the pitch motor 144 and the
outer cover portion 158. More particularly, the pitch ring gear
152 includes a first end 180 that is positioned axially (with
reference to the rotational axis of the pitch pinion gear 148)
proximate and facing the pitch motor 144 and a second,
opposite, end 182 that faces axially way from the pitch motor
144 and is proximate the pitch carrier 154. The first end is
positioned axially between the pitch motor 144 and the sec-
ond end. The pitch ring gear 152 rotates relative to the fixed
position base frame 110 about an axis of rotation that is
co-axial with the rotational axis of the pitch pinion gear 144
due to the fact that the planetary gears 150 have a substantially
fixed position relative to base frame 110 because of the inclu-
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sion of the fixed position pitch carrier 154. Further, the ring
gear rotates about an axis of rotation that is parallel to the
pitch axis 106.

The pitch ring gear 152 is supported by a pair of gearhead
carrier bearings 159 (also referred to as “cage bearings 159”)
that support the pitch ring gear 152 for rotation about the
rotational axis defined by the pitch pinion gear 148. The gear
head carrier bearings 159 are axially offset from one another
such that one of the gearhead carrier bearings 159 is proxi-
mate the pitch motor 144 and the other gearhead carrier
bearing 159 is positioned proximate the cover portion 158 of
the pitch carrier 154.

With additional reference to FIG. 6, the pitch ring gear 152
includes a radially outward extending attachment feature 160.
The attachment feature 160 is formed as a continuous piece
with the rest of pitch ring gear 152 and is generally clevis- or
U-shaped including two axially spaced apart radially outward
extending legs. A pitch linkage 162 is operably coupled
between the legs of the attachment feature 160 at a first end
164. The linkage 162 is operably coupled to the pilot input
device 102 at a second opposite end 166.

The connection between the pilot input device 102 and the
linkage 162 is offset from the pitch axis 106 such that rota-
tional motion of the pitch ring gear 152 operably imparts a
torque to the pilot input device 102 about the pitch axis 106
via the linkage 162. The linkage 162 may be directly con-
nected to the pilot input device or the pitch gimbal device to
be operably connected to the pilot input device 102. Prefer-
ably, the connections between the linkage 162 and the pilot
input device 102 and the attachment feature 160 are rotation-
ally free such that linkage 162 can rotate relative to the pilot
input device 102 and the attachment feature 160 and the
linkage 162 remains substantially in a state of tension or
compression and not bending.

With additional reference to FIG. 6, the attachment feature
160 of the pitch ring gear 152 is positioned axially between
the first and second ends of the pitch ring gear 152 and axially
between the pitch motor 144 and the pitch carrier 154. Simi-
larly, it is preferred that the linkage 162 is axially offset from
the pitch carrier 154 and the second end of the pitch ring gear
152 towards the pitch motor 144. Preferably, the attachment
feature 160 and the linkage 162 are positioned axially
between the pair of gearhead carrier bearings 159 that rota-
tionally support the pitch ring gear 152.

In one embodiment, the attachment feature 160 is not axi-
ally offset from the pitch ring gear 152. This arrangement
provides a significant advantage by providing a shortened
pitch force feedback drive 140 as compared to systems where
the output is provided by a rotational planetary gear carrier.
Due to the location of the control stick 100 within the cockpit
of an aircraft, any reduction in footprint provided by the
device is a significant benefit to the overall design. This also
allows for the pitch force feedback drive 140 and particular
the pitch motor 144 thereof to be more centrally located.
Further, this arrangement of having the output of the pitch
gear train 146 positioned between the gearhead carrier bear-
ings 159, the moment load on the gearhead carrier bearings
159 is reduced from when the output is provided by a rotating
planetary gear carrier.

While a prior embodiment of the attachment feature 160 is
described as having two radially outward extending legs,
alternative embodiments include only a single radially out-
ward extending leg. In one embodiment, the leg may be
positioned proximate the gear head carrier bearing 159 clos-
est to the pitch motor 144. Alternatively, the leg may be
centered between the pair of gear head carrier bearings 159.
In a further embodiment, the leg could be positioned axially
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8

closest the gear head carrier bearing 159 that is axially fur-
thest from the pitch motor 144.

When only a single radially extending leg is provided, the
linkage may be attached on either side of the leg. The posi-
tioning of the linkage will depend on the particular location of
the force feedback drive relative to the pilot input device 102.
In one embodiment, the leg may be positioned axially adja-
cent the gear head carrier bearing 159 closest the pitch motor
144 with the linkage 162 coupled on a motor side of leg. In
this arrangement, the linkage 162 is axially offset from the
pitch ring gear 152 and is axially overlapping the pitch motor.
More particularly, linkage 162 will be axially offset from end
180 of ring gear 152 in a direction extending away from end
182 and towards pitch motor 144. This allows the pitch link-
age 162 to be substantially, if not completely, in line with the
roll axis of rotation 108. This also allows for centering the
pitch force feedback drive 140 substantially on the roll axis of
rotation.

In an alternative embodiment, the pitch linkage 162 may be
attached on the opposite side of the leg such that the linkage
162 is positioned axially between the pair of gear head carrier
bearings 159 and it is axially offset over the ring gear 152
rather than over the pitch motor 144. This side of the leg may
be considered a “free-end” side of the leg as it faces the free
end of the force feedback drive and the planetary gear carrier.
However, it is desired that the linkage 162 is not axially offset
away from the motor 144 beyond the end 182 of the ring gear
152 and planetary gear carrier so as to avoid increasing the
overall length of the pitch force feedback drive 140.

In operation, when the pitch axis sensors determine that the
pilot has transitioned the pilot input device 102 from its pitch
home position, controller 170 will cause the pitch force feed-
back drive 140 to apply a resistive force to the pilot input
device 102 using the pitch motor 144 through pitch gear train
146 and linkage 162.

The roll force feedback drive 142, see e.g. FIGS. 2-3 and 5,
is substantially identical to the pitch force feedback drive 140
discussed above. However, the roll force feedback drive 142
provides resistive feedback to the pilot input device 102 when
the pilot input device 102 is pivoted about roll axis 108 from
the roll home position. The roll force feedback drive 142 may
also be connected to controller 170 or its own separate con-
troller.

In the illustrated embodiment, the roll linkage 190 is
shorter than the pitch linkage 162. The only other significant
difference between the roll force feedback drive 142 is that
the rotational axes of the gears in the gear train for the roll
force feedback drive 142 rotate about which the ring gear
thereof rotate are perpendicular to the pitch axis 108 and the
rotational axes for the gears of the pitch force feedback drive
140. This is due to the fact that the pitch and roll axes 106, 108
are generally parallel to one another.

As noted above, the pitch and roll force feedback drives
140, 142 may be identical, due to the compact geometry of the
present embodiment.

All references, including publications, patent applications,
and patents cited herein are hereby incorporated by reference
to the same extent as if each reference were individually and
specifically indicated to be incorporated by reference and
were set forth in its entirety herein.

The use of the terms “a” and “an” and “the” and similar
referents in the context of describing the invention (especially
in the context of the following claims) is to be construed to
cover both the singular and the plural, unless otherwise indi-
cated herein or clearly contradicted by context. The terms
“comprising,” “having,” “including,” and “containing” are to
be construed as open-ended terms (i.e., meaning “including,
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but not limited to,”) unless otherwise noted. Recitation of
ranges of values herein are merely intended to serve as a
shorthand method of referring individually to each separate
value falling within the range, unless otherwise indicated
herein, and each separate value is incorporated into the speci-
fication as if it were individually recited herein. All methods
described herein can be performed in any suitable order
unless otherwise indicated herein or otherwise clearly con-
tradicted by context. The use of any and all examples, or
exemplary language (e.g., “such as”) provided herein, is
intended merely to better illuminate the invention and does
not pose a limitation on the scope of the invention unless
otherwise claimed. No language in the specification should be
construed as indicating any non-claimed element as essential
to the practice of the invention.

Preferred embodiments of this invention are described
herein, including the best mode known to the inventors for
carrying out the invention. Variations of those preferred
embodiments may become apparent to those of ordinary skill
in the art upon reading the foregoing description. The inven-
tors expect skilled artisans to employ such variations as
appropriate, and the inventors intend for the invention to be
practiced otherwise than as specifically described herein.
Accordingly, this invention includes all modifications and
equivalents of the subject matter recited in the claims
appended hereto as permitted by applicable law. Moreover,
any combination of the above-described elements in all pos-
sible variations thereof is encompassed by the invention
unless otherwise indicated herein or otherwise clearly con-
tradicted by context.

What is claimed is:

1. A compact two-axis control stick comprising:

a pilot input device pivotable about a pitch axis and a roll

axis;

a pitch force feedback drive including:

a pitch motor including an output shaft;

a pitch gear train including a pitch sun gear mounted to
the output shaft of the pitch motor, a plurality of pitch
planet gears mounted to a permanently fixed position
pitch carrier, and a pitch ring gear, the plurality of
pitch planet gears radially positioned between the
pitch sun gear and the pitch ring gear;

a roll force feedback drive including:

a roll motor including an output shaft;

a roll gear train including a roll sun gear mounted to the
output shaft of the roll motor, a plurality of roll planet
gears mounted to a fixed position roll carrier, and a
roll ring gear, the plurality of roll planet gears radially
positioned between the roll sun gear and the roll ring
gear; and

apitch linkage operably coupling the pitch force feedback
drive to the pilot input device, the pitch linkage being
operably coupled to the pilot input device and the pitch
ring gear such that rotation of the pitch ring gear causes
rotation of the pilot input device about the pitch axis;

a roll linkage operably coupling the roll force feedback
drive to the pilot input device, the roll linkage being
operably coupled to the pilot input device and the roll
ring gear such that rotation of the roll ring gear causes
rotation of the pilot input device about the roll axis.

2. The control stick of claim 1, wherein the roll force
feedback drive and the pitch force feedback drive are substan-
tially identical.

3. The control stick of claim 1, wherein the pitch motor
output shaft rotates about a rotational axis that is parallel to
the pitch axis and the roll motor output shaft rotates about a
rotational axis that is parallel to the roll axis, the rotational
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axes of the pitch motor output shaft and the roll motor output
shaft being general perpendicular to one another.

4. The control stick of claim 1, further comprising:

a pitch centering mechanism acting on the pilot input
device to bias the pilot input device to a pitch home
position when the pilot input device is rotated about the
pitch axis away from the pitch home position; and

aroll centering mechanism acting on the pilot input device
to bias the pilot input device to a roll home position when
the pilot input device is rotated about the roll axis away
from the roll home position.

5. The control stick of claim 1, further comprising a base
frame to which the pilot input device is operably pivotably
mounted for rotation about the pitch and roll axes, the fixed
position pitch carrier defining a rotational axis for each of'the
plurality of pitch planet gears, the fixed position pitch carrier
having a fixed position relative to the base frame and main-
taining the rotational axes of the plurality of pitch planet gears
in a fixed position relative to the base frame; and

the fixed position roll carrier defining a rotational axis for
each of the plurality of roll planet gears, the fixed posi-
tion roll carrier having a fixed position relative to the
base frame and maintaining the rotational axes of the
plurality of roll planet gears in a fixed position relative to
the base frame.

6. The control stick of claim 1, wherein the pitch ring gear
includes a radially outward extending attachment feature, the
pitch linkage pivotally operably connected to the radially
outward extending attachment feature of the pitch ring gear
proximate a first end of the pitch linkage and the pitch linkage
is pivotally operably connected to the pilot input device proxi-
mate a second end of the pitch linkage; and

wherein the roll ring gear includes a radially outward
extending attachment feature, the roll linkage pivotally
operably connected to the radially outward extending
attachment feature of the roll ring gear proximate a first
end of the roll linkage and the roll linkage is pivotally
operably connected to the pilot input device proximate a
second end of the roll linkage.

7. The control stick of claim 6, wherein the pitch ring gear
has a first end adjacent the pitch motor and a second end,
opposite the first end, the second end is spaced away from the
pitch motor with the first end positioned axially between the
second end and the pitch motor along an axis defined by the
pitch motor output shaft, the radially outward extending
attachment feature of the pitch ring gear does not extend
axially outward beyond the second end; and

wherein the roll ring gear has a first end adjacent the roll
motor and a second end, opposite the first end, the sec-
ond end is spaced away from the roll motor with the first
end positioned axially between the second end and the
roll motor along an axis defined by the roll motor output
shaft, the radially outward extending attachment feature
of the roll ring gear does not extend axially outward
beyond the second end.

8. The control stick of claim 6, further comprising a pair of
axially spaced apart gearhead carrier bearings radially sup-
porting the pitch ring gear for rotation, the radially outward
extending attachment feature of the pitch ring gear is posi-
tioned axially adjacent one of the gearhead carrier bearings;
and

a pair of axially spaced apart gearhead carrier bearings
radially supporting the roll ring gear for rotation, the
radially outward extending attachment feature of the roll
ring gear positioned axially adjacent one of the gearhead
carrier bearings.
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9. The control stick of claim 8, wherein the radially out-
ward extending attachment feature of the pitch ring gear has
a single leg that extends radially outward and the pitch link-
age is operably connected on a side of the leg; and

wherein the radially outward extending attachment feature

of'the roll ring gear has a single leg that extends radially
outward and the roll linkage is operably connected on a
side of the leg.

10. The control stick of claim 9, wherein the pitch linkage
is connected on a pitch motor side of the leg of the pitch ring
gear such that it is substantially in line with the roll axis of
rotation; and

wherein the roll linkage is connected on a side of the leg

opposite the roll motor with the roll linkage positioned
axially between the pair of gear head carrier bearings.

11. A method of providing force feedback to a pilot input
device comprising:

sensing a displacement of the pilot input device about a

pitch axis;

providing pitch force feedback to bias the pilot input device

back toward a pitch home position using a pitch force

feedback drive operably connected to the pilot input

device with a pitch linkage, the pitch force feedback

drive including:

a pitch motor including an output shaft; and

a pitch gear train including a pitch sun gear mounted to
the output shaft of the pitch motor, a plurality of pitch
planet gears mounted to a permanently fixed position
pitch carrier, and a pitch ring gear, the plurality of
pitch planet gears radially positioned between the
pitch sun gear and the pitch ring gear, the pitch linkage
operably coupled to the pitch ring gear;

sensing a displacement of the pilot input device about a roll

axis; and

providing roll force feedback to bias the pilot input device

back toward a roll home position using a roll force

feedback drive operably connected to the pilot input

device with a roll linkage, the roll force feedback drive

including:

a roll motor including an output shaft; and

a roll gear train including a roll sun gear mounted to the
output shaft of the roll motor, a plurality of roll planet
gears mounted to a fixed position roll carrier, and a
roll ring gear, the plurality of roll planet gears radially
positioned between the roll sun gear and the roll ring
gear, the roll linkage operably coupled to the roll ring
gear.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the pitch ring gear
includes a radially outward extending attachment feature, the
pitch linkage pivotally connected to the radially outward
extending attachment feature of the pitch ring gear proximate
a first end of the pitch linkage and the pitch linkage is pivot-
ally connected to the pilot input device proximate a second
end of the pitch linkage; and

wherein the roll ring gear includes a radially outward

extending attachment feature, the roll linkage pivotally
connected to the radially outward extending attachment
feature of the roll ring gear proximate a first end of the
roll linkage and the roll linkage is pivotally connected to
the pilot input device proximate a second end of the roll
linkage.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the pitch ring gear has
afirst end adjacent the pitch motor and a second end, opposite
the first end, the second end is spaced away from the pitch
motor with the first end positioned axially between the second
end and the pitch motor along an axis defined by the pitch
motor output shaft, the radially outward extending attach-
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ment feature of the pitch ring gear being positioned inward
from the second end of the pitch ring gear towards the pitch
motor; and

wherein the roll ring gear has a first end adjacent the roll

motor and a second end, opposite the first end, the sec-
ond end is spaced away from the roll motor with the first
end positioned axially between the second end and the
roll motor along an axis defined by the roll motor output
shaft, the radially outward extending attachment feature
of the roll ring gear being positioned inward from the
second end of the roll ring gear towards the roll motor.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising a pair of
axially spaced apart gearhead carrier bearings radially sup-
porting the pitch ring gear for rotation, the radially outward
extending attachment feature of the pitch ring gear is posi-
tioned axially adjacent the gearhead carrier bearing axially
closest the pitch motor; and

a pair of axially spaced apart gearhead carrier bearings

radially supporting the roll ring gear for rotation, the
radially outward extending attachment feature of the roll
ring gear is positioned axially adjacent the gearhead
carrier bearing axially closest the pitch motor.

15. An apparatus for providing force feedback to a pilot
input device comprising:

a force feedback drive including:

a motor including an output shaft; and

a gear train including a sun gear mounted to the output
shaft of the motor, a plurality of planet gears mounted
to a fixed position carrier, the fixed position carrier
being fixed during all phases of operation, and a ring
gear, the plurality of planet gears radially positioned
between the sun gear and the ring gear; and

a linkage configured to operably couple the force feedback

drive to the pilot input device, the linkage is configured
to be operably coupled to the pilot input device, the
linkage being operably coupled to the ring gear such that
rotation of the pitch ring gear causes motion of the
linkage.

16. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the fixed position
carrier defines a rotational axis for each of the plurality of
planet gears, the fixed position carrier having a fixed position
relative to motor and maintaining the rotational axes of the
plurality of planet gears in a fixed position relative to the
motor.

17. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the ring gear
includes a radially outward extending attachment feature, the
linkage pivotally connected to the radially outward extending
attachment feature of the ring gear proximate a first end of the
linkage.

18. The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the ring gear has a
first end adjacent the motor and a second end, opposite the
first end, the second end is spaced away from the motor with
the first end positioned axially between the second end and
the motor along an axis defined by the motor output shaft, the
radially outward extending attachment feature not extending
axially beyond the second end of the ring gear in a direction
extending away from the motor.

19. The apparatus of claim 17, further comprising a pair of
axially spaced apart gearhead carrier bearings rotatably sup-
porting the ring gear for rotation, the radially outward extend-
ing attachment feature being substantially axially centered
relative to the gearhead carrier bearings.

20. The control stick of claim 19, wherein the radially
outward extending attachment feature of the ring gear has a
single leg that extends radially outward and the linkage is
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connected to a side of the leg but does not extend axially
beyond an end of the ring gear opposite the motor.
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